
Robert Desrosiers, the Montreal-born dancer, 
choreographer, and director, has gained international renown 
as a choreographer of startling imagination and originality. He 
is a graduate of the National Ballet School of Canada and 
danced with the National Ballet of Canada before continuing 
to perform and train in France, England, the US and Canada. In 
1980, Desrosiers formed “Desrosiers Dance Theatre” in 
Toronto. He was awarded the first Jacqueline Lemieux Prize 
1981, and Jean A. Chalmers Award in 1985 for his innovative 
choreography, which is defined by its theatricality 
and imageries. 

 

Arts Explosion Summer Camp 2014 
July 7-11, 2014 

 

Program & Schedule* 
 

Orange Group (born 2008 & 2009) | 9:30 am – 12:00 pm 
 Creative Movement with Laurel Koop 
 Visual Art with Kelly Hopkins 
 Singing & Storytelling with Shannon Kingsbury 

 
Red (born 2006 & 2007) & Blue Groups (born 2003, 2004 & 2005) | 9:30 am – 3:30 pm 

 Hip-Hop with Lindsay Morris 
 Theatre with Courtney Riddell 
 Visual Art with Kelly Hopkins 
 Contemporary Dance with Laurel Koop 

 
Green Group - Dance-focus (born 2000, 2001 & 2002) | 9:30 am – 3:30 pm 

 Contemporary Dance Technique with special guest artist Robert Desrosiers 
 Repertoire with special guest artist Robert Desrosiers 
 Hip Hop with Lindsay Morris 
 Visual Art with Kelly Hopkins 

 
*Program subject to change without notice. Contact the Guelph Dance office for the most up-to-date info. 

 
About our Special Guest Artists 
 

 
Amongst his most acclaimed works is Blue Snake, which was commissioned by The National Ballet of 
Canada. The work premiered in 1985, and was subsequently performed at The Metropolitan Opera 
House in New York in 1988 and then featured in the 2002 Robert Altman film The Company. For the 
1988 Calgary Winter Olympic Games, Desrosiers created Incognito. He recently choreographed 
Rendezvous and Bouffonia for Canada’s Ballet Jorgen. 

He has worked and collaborated with Canadian artists such as Leonard Cohen, Eric Cadesky, 
John Lang, Toller Cranston, Bruce Cockburn, Jesse Cook, Neve Campbell, Claudia Moore, Anne 
Bourne, Cheryl Lalonde, Jerrard Smith, Dan Salomon, and the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir. We are so 
happy to add the Guelph Dance Summer Teen Intensive to this list!  



About our Instructors 
 
Creative Movement & Contemporary Dance   
A lover of movement and a ballet student at a very young age, Laurel Koop felt especially at home 
when she discovered contemporary dance during high school in Guelph with her teacher/mentor Janet 
Johnson. Hungry for diverse movement experience, she pursued additional physical activities, including 
wrestling, cross-country running, tree planting in Northern Ontario, wilderness camping, canoeing and 
swimming. She moved to Montreal and completed her BFA at Concordia University with a double major 
in Dance and Film Studies. Laurel continues to be inspired by the Montreal dance community. In 2009, 
she founded the R Bodies collective, which aims to bring innovative movement-based education to 
schools and to perform outside of the theatre. Laurel’s own study of movement remains diverse. Most 
recently Laurel has trained in yoga and meditation, butoh, release work with Stephanie Skura, 
improvisation with Benoit Lachambre and Meg Stuart, as well as axis syllabus with Frey Faust. Diversity 
of experience keeps Laurel thriving. Laurel currently works as an independent dance teacher, 
choreographer and yoga instructor.  
 
Music & Storytelling   
Shannon Kingsbury is a singer, harpist, composer, and educator. Shannon has taught with many 
outstanding arts organizations including: Kingsbury Music, Guelph Dance Arts Explosion Camp, 
Creativity Greenhouse, Season Singers, Musikgarten of Guelph and Waterside Arts. Shannon holds 
certificates in Early Childhood Music, Orff, Voice, Music Theory and Kodaly. Little campers will love 
using their voices, bodies, small instruments, and props in creative music play. The energetic music 
session will be followed by an enchanting visit to the "magic dressing room" for stories. 
 
Visual Arts   
Kelly Hopkins is a qualified art teacher who is also working her way through a degree in art therapy. 
She has taught in several art studios in and around Guelph for many years and very much enjoys 
sharing her love of art with children of all ages. Kelly loves to experiment with all different types of 
artistic media, especially printmaking and collage. 
 
Theatre   
Courtney Riddell fell in love with theatre when she studied at an arts high school and majored in 
theatre. She then studied musical theatre at the Randolph Academy of Performing Arts. After she 
graduated, she taught after school classes with Stage Kids and started directing full children's musicals. 
She also worked as a children's birthday party entertainer and travelled Ontario doing theatre for kids. 
Since moving to Guelph, she has worked with First Light Theatre as a teacher, director, programme co-
ordinator and more. She has recently started her own musical theatre class in Guelph and has been 
performing a one-woman show for kids all over Guelph and the surrounding area. 
 
Hip Hop   
Lindsay Morris  graduated from the BA Honours program in International Development at the 
University of Guelph in 2012 and is currently pursuing a joint MA in Dance and MBA in Arts 
Administration. Lindsay started dancing when she was four and has been supporting social justice 
causes since the age of 7, but has only recently discovered the ways in which these two passions can 
be combined. In 2011, Lindsay choreographed and helped to stage the first interracial performance in 
Maun, Botswana, and in 2013 she completed an internship with the Sankofa Center in Accra, Ghana, 
which uses traditional dance as an educational method for HIV/AIDS prevention. She is excited to get 
funky with the Red and Blue Groups! 
 
 



Registration Information	  
 
To register for the 2014 Arts Explosion Summer Camp: 
 
1. Purchase your ticket(s) through the River Run Centre Box Office. 

 Online: www.riverrun.ca 
 In person: 35 Woolwich St | Guelph (Monday-Saturday 11 am – 6 pm) 
 By phone: 519-763-3000 or 1-877-520-2408 

 
2. Download and complete a Camper Registration Form for each camper attending. We strongly 

recommend downloading and completing the form(s) ahead of time. No campers can be left in our care 
without a completed form. The form can be downloaded at http://www.guelphdance.ca/camp/.  

 
Multiple Camp Sign-Up: If your camper is registered for more than one 2014 camp, only one form is 
required. If you attended our March Break Camp and have since decided to register for one or more week of 
Summer Camp, please let us know which dates you have registered for and we’ll update your form. 
 
Completed forms can be submitted by: 

 Bringing them on the first day your camper is attending. 
 Mailing or dropping them off at our office: 147 Wyndham Street North, Suite 404 | Guelph, ON 
 Scanning & e-mailing them to info@guelphdance.ca with “Camp Registration" as the subject 

 
Other Important Information 
 
Drop-off, Pick-Up, and Complimentary Before and After Camp Care 
Dance-focus campers should be dropped off at Dancetheatre David Earle Studio (42 Quebec Street) 
between 9:15 - 9:30 am, unless pre-camp care is required. All other campers should be dropped off at the 
River Run Centre by 9:25 am.  
 
All campers should be picked up at the River Run Centre at 3:30 pm, unless post-camp care is required. 
 
Pre- and post-camp care is offered free of charge from 8:30 am - 9:30 am & 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm daily. 
Please make note of any pre- or post-camp care needs on your registration form. 
 
What to Bring to Camp 
Please ensure your child brings the following items to camp with them each day: 

 A nut-free lunch & two nut-free snacks 
 A labelled water bottle 
 Loose-fitting clothing that allows for freedom of movement and possible paint stains 
 Weather-appropriate clothing: part of lunch hour will be spent outside, so children may get muddy, 

snowy or wet - and anything in between. 
 
  


